
Pharmaceutical Projects

Facilities for pharmaceutical operations 
have particular requirements when it comes 
to structural design.  The design of research 
facilities must take vibration into account to 
ensure that precision equipment operates 
effectively, while manufacturing plants 
need to incorporate flexibility to allow for 
production of various product lines.

Pharmaceutical Manufacturing Plant, Hoddesdon

Billington Structures fabricated and erected steel frames and pipe bridges for a number of buildings for a new 
pharmaceutical manufacturing plant in Hertfordshire.  The structures had up to seven levels, including main floors 
and mezzanines. Billington supplied the entire metalwork package, including all structural steelwork, plant support 
steelwork, metal deck and open mesh flooring, stairs, ladders, hand railing and stainless steel flooring.  The build 
programme also included the provision of off-site intumescent fire protection.

Client: Merck, Sharp and Dohme
Main Contractor: Jacobs Engineering UK Ltd
Structural Engineer: Amec Capital Projects Ltd
Project Value: £4.8m
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Building Extension, Seaton

Billington Structures supplied and erected an 
extension for an existing structure at Proctor & 
Gamble’s facility in Seaton Delaval consisting of a 
twin span portal frame.

Client: Proctor & Gamble
Main Contractor: Tolent Construction
Structural Engineer: Holywell Structural Design
Project Value: £0.2m

Manufacturing Facility, Edinburgh

This two storey beam and column structure was 
erected within very tight boundaries at an existing 
chemical plant site. Steel staircases were erected 
followed by the fixing of durbar flooring and metal 
decking.  Extensive site welding was required to the 
durbar flooring panels to ensure that the finished floors 
were watertight.

Client: MacFarlan Smith
Main Contractor: The Austin Company of UK Ltd
Architect: The Austin Company of UK Ltd
Structural Engineer: The Austin Company of UK Ltd
Project Value: £0.2m

Tripos Receptor, Bude

Billington Structures 
fabricated and erected 
the steelwork for a new 
UK research facility for a 
US-based bio-informatics 
company.  The company’s 
new facility at Bude 
included three main 
laboratories, to be used 
for fundamental research 
and, increased production capacity. There was also 
a new nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) lab and a 
molecular design suite. 

Client: Tripos Receptor
Main Contractor: The Austin Company of UK Ltd
Project Value: £0.4m

GSK Project Phoenix

GlaxoSmithKline built their 
Discovery, Research and 
Automation Facility (DRAF) 
at Ware, Hertfordshire 
thanks to structural 
steelwork supplied by 
Billington Structures.  The 
development consisted 
of a series of three storey 
buildings, two of which included walk on roofs. 

Billington’s build programme included the supply 
and fitting of metal decking, precast concrete, 
intumescent paint and edge protection.

Client: GlaxoSmithKline Research Group
Main Contractor: Bovis Lend Lease
Structural Engineer: Bovis Lend Lease
Quantity Surveyor: Bovis Lend Lease
Project Value: £2.9m


