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Mark Smith 
Chief Executive Officer 

The very first Billington steel fabrication 

shop opened in 1947 in Barnsley. The 

company has grown over the years 

with the addition of Yate, the creation of 

Easi-Edge and Hoard-it, the acquisition 

of Peter Marshall Steel Stairs and the 

purchase of the Shafton site. In 2022, 

we are very pleased to have launched 

SPC, our specialist paint facility in 

Sheffield - a long awaited asset to the 

Group portfolio. Our ambition is to keep 

growing with organic expansion and 

acquisition. 

2022 is 
a very special  

year for us, and 
we are delighted  
to be celebrating 

75 years.

1947 - 2022
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75

Manchester Airport
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The Company was established 

in 1947 by Arnold Billington, a 

former welder at the Wombwell 

Foundry. The site on Barnsley 

Road was previously occupied 

by Aldham Glass Works and 

the brothers operated as a 

small works jobbing fabricator 

for local industries. 

Our History

1947 - 2022

The Glass Works, Barnsley
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Arnold’s younger brother, Rex, joined and 

the company began to grow, with factory 

extensions built in the 1950’s and 60’s. 

The Company, known as Billington Bros. 

(Wombwell) Ltd, relied heavily on the 

fabrication of steelwork for the local coal 

mining industry. 

In the 1970’s, the company (trading as 

Bilcon), became specialists in Cold Stores 

and diversified into the overseas market, 

winning its first full turnkey project in 1977 

for an egg store in Arbil, Iraq, which initiated 

a series of other projects in Iraq. 

In 1982, AMCO Corporation Plc (AMCO) 

acquired Billington to help with the rapidly 

growing need for steel required for the 

underground mining industry. The business 

traded as Billington Steel UK Ltd (amongst 

other names) and won its first conventional 

steel structure; an extension to Chivers 

Hartley jam factory in Cambridge. 

In the mid-1980s, the company rejoined the 

British Constructional Steelwork Association 

(BCSA) and remains an active member to 

this day. 

AMCO acquired the assets of Bristol-based 

steelwork company, Modern Engineering 

Ltd in 1984 and began to trade as Modern 

Engineering (Bristol) Ltd from the company’s 

current site at Yate.  

Between 1992 and 2007, growth allowed 

for various extensions to the offices and 

factory at the Wombwell, Barnsley site. In 

the late 1990’s, Modern Engineering Bristol 

Ltd changed its name to Billington Modern 

Structures before finally becoming Billington 

Structures Ltd.  

By now, Billington were one of the largest 

subsidiaries of AMCO and contributed £30 

million gross turnover to the AMCO group 

in 2003. Tube Engineering, a neighbour 

at the Yate site, was acquired in the same 

year and traded as Tubecon until becoming 

integrated into the Yate site. 

75

Greenwich Peninsula
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In 2003, the Easi-Edge barrier was 

developed to prevent falls from height when 

a structure is being erected. Easi-Edge 

originally traded as a division of Billington 

Structures and grew rapidly to its own 

market leading position. 

In April 2008, AMCO Corporation Plc changed 

its name to Billington Holdings Plc following 

the investment of Easi-Edge and Tubecon.

2011 investment saw Billington Structures 

become the first Steelwork Contractor 

to ‘CE Mark’ a primary steelwork frame 

in the UK, and was proud to erect the 

very first CE marked steel structure in the 

UK. In the same year, Billington Holdings 

acquired Peter Marshall Steel Stairs Ltd, 

creating a new division specialising in the 

design, fabrication and installation of highly 

engineered steelwork, staircases and 

balustrade systems. 

Billington Holdings continued to grow with 

the development of Hoard-it in conjunction 

with a major contractor during 2010. Hoard-

it provides reusable and eco-friendly site 

hoarding solutions on a hire and sale basis 

and has developed into a stand-alone 

business working for a wide range of blue 

chip main contractors across the UK. 

In 2015, the Group acquired the Shafton 

site after it was occupied by Sherling 

Steel - principally engaged in steel and 

plate processing for the steel industry. 

With a combined usable area of 181,000 

sq ft, Shafton remains the largest strategic 

investment made in the Group’s history.

In 2019, the Group’s turnover reached 

more than £100m following the success of 

subsidiary companies.  

In January 2022, the Group announced 

the acquisition of the trading assets of 

Orrmac Coatings Ltd, launching Specialist 

Protective Coatings Ltd. Based in Sheffield, 

the company offers a wide range of paint 

treatments including anti-corrosion and 

fire protection systems across a range of 

industry sectors.

1947 - 2022

The Glass Works, BarnsleyRAF Coningsby

Greenwich Peninsula
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75

The Diamond, The University of Sheffield
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1947

1982

1984

Billington Structures
established by

Arnold Billington

Billington became
part of AMCO

1985

2000

Acquired the assets of 
Bristol-based steelwork 

company, Modern
Engineering Ltd (Yate site)

2003

Created Easi-Edge

Tube Engineering, a 
neighbour at the Yate site, 
was acquired and traded 

as Tubecon

2008
AMCO became Billington 

Holdings Plc

2010

Created Hoard-it

Billington rejoined the 
British Constructional 
Steelwork Association 
(BCSA) and became an 

active participant

1947 - 2022

Group Timeline
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2022

2022
Billington Structures

joins SteelZero

Billington Holdings 
acquired Peter Marshall 

Steel Stairs Ltd

Billington Structures became
the first Steelwork Contractor

to ‘CE Mark’ a primary
steelwork frame in the UK

2021

Acquired assets of 
Orrmac Coatings Ltd, to 

form Specialist 
Protective Coatings Ltd

2011

2011

Acquired two large industrial 
buildings previously occupied 

by Sherling Steel, forming 
Shafton Steel Services 

2015

Hoard-it launch a 
sub-brand for graphics, 

Brand-it

2022

75
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1947 - 2022

Billington Structures are one 

of the UK’s leading structural 

steelwork contractors, offering 

a professional service for 

over 75 years. With two steel 

fabrication facilities in Barnsley 

and one in Bristol we have 

the capability to process over 

50,000 tonnes of steel per 

annum and can service clients 

at locations throughout the UK 

and Europe. 

Structural 
Steel 

Specialists 

Sandwell Aquatics Centre, Birmingham4 Wellington Place, Leeds
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75

Pinewood Studios, Slough
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1947 - 2022

Thorpe Park, Leeds
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FACTS SUCCESS

75

HIGHLIGHTS

• �Billington was started by two brothers in 
1947; Rex Billington who had just left the 
RAF and Arnold Billington who worked 
at Wombwell Foundry.

• �The Company manufactured the 
steelwork for the lifting cradle that 
hoisted the flagship “Mary Rose” from 
the Solent.

• �Billington provided 600 tonnes of 
galvanised steelwork for Tetley’s 
Brewers in Leeds.

• �Billington supplied steel platforms in 
the River Severn for the second Severn 
crossing.

• �Billington was erecting the Metro Store 
in the Heart of Manchester when it took 
the full blast of an IRA bomb.

• �Billington have supplied major 
steelwork projects to major airports in 
the UK from CIP Lounges, to Terminals, 
Travellators and Walkways.

• �To commemorate Billington’s 100,000 
tonne of steel, a Gold painted steel 
beam was erected in the Sainsbury 
Store at Meadowhall shopping 
complex.

• �A Billington employee embarked on a 
50-mile Billington charity bike ride and 
fell in the river Dearne 100 yards after 
the start, ending his attempt.

• �Billington’s first 1,000 tonne contract 
was Cameron Ironworks, Leeds.

• �Sandwell Aquatics Centre, Birmingham

• �London School of Ecomomics

• �Pinewood Studios, Slough

• �Wellington Place, Leeds

• �Derby Arena

• �Data Centre, Belgium

• �Manchester Airport

• �All England Lawn Tennis Club, London

• �Greenwich Peninsula Energy Centre

• �Amazon, Durham

• �Eldon Square, Newcastle upon Tyne

• �St George’s Park National Football 
Centre, Burton Upon Trent

• �Billington was one of the first companies 
on the BCSA’s Register of Qualified 
Steelwork Contractors the RQSC.

• �It was the first Company in the Industry 
to achieve ISO14001.

• �The Magna project won the RIBA 
Sterling prize “Building of the Year”.

• �Billington won and was presented with, 
the very first Marketing Award at the 
CMCA Construction Marketing Awards 
2001.

• �Billington was instrumental in the 
development of STRUCAD 3D software 
for structural modelling.

• �Billington was the first manufacturer in 
the industry to provide a comprehensive 
CDROM tour for their customers.

• �Billington Structures became the first 
Steelwork Contractor to ‘CE Mark’ a 
primary steelwork frame in the UK and 
was proud to erect the very first CE 
marked steel structure in the UK.

• �Billington won various Structural Steel 
Design Awards (SSDA) and Tekla 
Awards.
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1947 - 2022

Tubecon is one of the UK’s 

leading structural steel fabricators 

specialising in Architecturally 

Exposed Structural Steelwork (AESS) 

and other complex structures work 

for the UK Construction and Rail 

Infrastructure markets, where a 

high level of collaboration with the 

design team is required. Dating back 

to 1945, Tubecon’s origins began in 

agricultural farm buildings. Moving 

through the decades with innovation 

and dedication, Tubecon truly 

deserve their longstanding market 

position as industry experts. 

Specialist 
Structural 

Steel 

St George’s Park National Football Centre, 
Burton Upon Trent

Bevis Marks, London
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75

• �Tube Construction Ltd was formed in 
1945.

• �Tube Engineering (Bristol) Ltd was 
acquired by Billington Structures Ltd  
in 2000.

• �Unimer style steel is found in many 
buildings still in service today. The light 
weight tubular design was very popular 
and led on to tubular designs utilising 
the hot finished circular sections 
produced by TATA.

• �70ft triangulated girders represents half 
the roof of a 13,500sqft warehouse built 
at Trafford Park, Manchester.

• �Gatwick Airport

• �Bristol City Football Club new stand

• �Heathrow Canopy

• �London Science Museum

• �Wayfinding Gantry for London’s  
Olympic Park

• ��Coca Cola Beatbox Pavilion, London

• �Bevis Marks Roof Garden, London

• �All England Lawn Tennis Club, London

• �Hurlingham Park, London

• �St George’s Park National Football 
Centre, Burton Upon Trent

• �During the 1970‘s, the business steadily 
grew with customers ranging from 
British Rail, Volkswagon and British 
Airport Authorities, where practically 
every airport in the UK employed 
Tubecon to provide and install tubular 
steel.

• �Tubecon produced the VIP enclosure 
in Hyde Park, which is believed to be 
the largest demountable structure of its 
kind seen in the UK.

• �Tubecon received official BOA (British 
Olympic Association) designation and a 
license under the Supplier Recognition 
Scheme as Supplier of Architectural 
Structural Steelwork (Olympic Park) to 
the London 2012 games.

FACTS HIGHLIGHTS SUCCESS

Coca Cola Olympic Pavilion - London 2012 Summer Olympic Games
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Easi-Edge are a leading site safety 

solutions company, providing 

innovative and effective products 

that protect perimeter edges, internal 

voids, roofs, stairs, lift shafts and 

loading bays. Easi-Edge perimeter 

barriers were developed in 2003 to 

prevent falls from height whilst a 

structure is being erected. Easi-Edge 

traded originally as a division of 

Billington Structures and grew rapidly 

to its now market leading position.

On-Site 
Safety 

Solutions

11 & 12 Wellington Place, Leeds

Thorpe Park, Leeds
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FACTS HIGHLIGHTS SUCCESS

75

• �Easi-Edge is a founder member of 
the Edge Protection Federation (EPF) 
designed to make edge protection as 
safe as possible.

• �Easi-Edge have supplied enough 
barriers to site to take you to the moon 
5 times, or to take you around the world 
50 times.

• �In 2019, was the biggest year for supply 
in barriers with 170,000lm.

• �In 2019, they had the biggest output of 
materials for one week with 6,500lm.

• �Easi-Edge’s largest postcode district is 
Manchester with 212 projects.

• �The North West is their biggest region 
with 777 projects.

• �Largest project supplied is for Tolent 
Construction – Project Milburngate 
Durham of 9,500lm.

• �Longest hire is 3 years for project 
Cornbrook in Manchester.

• �Supply of 1300lm of timber fix for The 
Open Academy, Norwich in 2009.

• �Supply of 103 Core-Safe gates for 
Media City, Manchester in 2009.

• �Stock of 115,000lm with a value of £5m.

• �Easi-Edge has worked with 514 clients 
since the establishment of Easi-Edge in 
2006.

• �The greatest number of projects in one 
year was 2011 with 303 projects.

• �Easi-Edge is accredited under the Steel 
Construction Sustainability Charter, 
the first edge protection provider to 
successfully meet the high standards of 
the scheme.

• �In 2004, in their very first year, Easi-
Edge secured runner up position in the 
‘Best Health and Safety Product’ in the 
Building Magazine Health and Safety 
Awards. 

FACTS HIGHLIGHTS SUCCESS

Blundell Street, Liverpool
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Hoard-it design, fabricate, manage, 

erect, hire and sell environmentally 

sustainable reusable hoarding 

solutions. Launched in 2010, the 

patented on-ground Hoard-it 

system is designed by chartered 

structural engineers and has been 

independently tested. In 2021, Hoard-

it launched Brand-it, the graphics 

division to provide clients with all site 

graphics solutions. 

Environmental 
Hoarding Solutions

1947 - 2022

Birmingham City Council

National Space Centre, Leicester
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FACTS HIGHLIGHTS SUCCESSFACTS HIGHLIGHTS SUCCESS

75

• �The Hoard-it patented system was 
created in conjunction with a major 
contractor in 2010.

• �The system comprises of only 5 
components, all of which are fully 
reusable. 

• �The largest job ever installed is 2500lm 
long, installed in 2022.

• �As part of their offer, Hoard-it also 
supply site accommodation, trackway 
and solar powered security cameras.

• �The Hoard-it system can be installed 4 
times quicker and more efficiently than 
conventional hoarding and fencing.

• �Anfield Stadium, Liverpool

• �Wembley Park, London

• �Kings Cross Station, London

• �Pinewood Studios, Slough 

• �Wellington Place, Leeds 

• �Birmingham City Centre

• �Hoard-it won the 2019 National Supplier 
Award for Considerate Constructors.

• �In 2022, Hoard-it picked up a 
specialist supply chain award from 
Kier Construction for Kentmere Ward 
project.

• �Hoarding was supplied for the various 
Nightingale hospitals built for the Covid 
pandemic.

A63 Hull
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1947 - 2022

Peter Marshall Steel Stairs are 

a specialist company principally 

engaged in the design, fabrication 

and installation of highly engineered 

steelwork, staircases and balustrade 

systems. Based in Gildersome, 

Leeds, they are one of the leading 

fabricators of steel staircases for 

residential, domestic and commercial 

applications in the UK and Europe.

Staircases, 
Balustrade 

and 
Secondary 
Steelwork

East Dimco Building, London

Amazon, Swindon
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75

FACTS HIGHLIGHTS SUCCESS

• �Peter Marshall Steel Stairs was founded 
in 1970 as Peter Marshall (Fire Escapes).

• ��Billington acquired the trading assets 
in 2011.

• �Peter Marshall can install products in 
buildings to a height of 50 storeys.

• �The Company is certified to UKCA and 
Execution Class 3 and are proud to 
have achieved compliance.

• Leadenhall, London 

• Thanckes Oil Fuel Depot, Cornwall 

• 20 Ropemaker Street, London

• Leeds Train Station

• Balmoral Tanks, Rotherham

• Old Granada Studios, Manchester

• �STEAMhouse - Birmingham City 
University 

• Pinewood Studios, Slough

• �Peter Marshall provided 36 staircases 
for the London Olympics Aquatics 
Stadium.

• �The Company’s largest single order 
was secured in 2021 worth £1.85m.

• �Peter Marshall Steel Stairs is one of the 
largest companies in its sector.

 

FACTS HIGHLIGHTS SUCCESS

STEAMhouse - Birmingham City University
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1947 - 2022

Shafton Steel Services is a state-of-

the-art steel processing and profiling 

facility. Shafton Steel Services can 

handle one-off jobs to large contracts 

with steel fully processed up to 

execution class 4 in UKCA marking.

The Home 
of Steel 

Processing 
FACTS

• �Shafton Steel Services is based on a 
25-acre site in Shafton, Barnsley.

• �Shafton is the largest manufacturing 
facility in the Group.

• �It has one of the best equipped steel 
service centres in the UK.

• �Shafton can produce welded plate 
girders up to 22m long.

• �Gas cutting options are available up to 
100mm with a cutting length up to 24m 
long.

FACTS



23

75

The latest edition to the Billington 

Group, SPC launched in January 

2022. Based in Sheffield, SPC 

specialise in surface preparation and 

the application of protective coatings 

across all sectors including Rail, 

Highways, Defence, Petrochemical, 

Energy, Structural Steel, and 

Infrastructure. SPC facility measures 

55,000sq ft dedicated to surface 

preparation and paint treatment 

systems.

Surface 
Preparation 

and 
Protective 
Treatment

FACTSFACTS

• �The Company’s workshop offers 
shotblasting (automatic & manual lines) 
and lifting capabilities amongst the 
greatest in the UK.

• �SPC work across all sectors including 
Rail, Highways, Defence, Petrochemical, 
Energy, Structural Steel, and 
Infrastructure.

• �The Company offers on site painting, 
touch up and repairs service to clients.
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Award Success
We are proud that our fantastic 

projects across the Group have been 

formally recognised over the years. 

1  �Newhurst EfW Facility - 2022 Industrial 

Award Winner UK Tekla Awards.

2  �The Glass Works, Barnsley - 2022 

Structural Steel Design Awards Shortlist.

3  �Kentmere Ward Project - Kier 

Construction - North West Specialist 

Supply Chain Partner Award for Hoard-it.

4  �Shepperton Studios - Sir Robert 

McAlpine Safety Award.

5  �Castlepoint Car Park, Bournemouth 

- Kier Construction - Health and Safety 

Ambassador Award.

6  �Sandwell Aquatics Centre, 

Birmingham - 2021 Sports and 

Recreation Projects Award Winner UK 

Tekla Awards.

7  �Wenlock Works (Shepherdess), London 

- 2021 Structural Steel Design Awards 

(Merit).

8  �Pinewood Studios, Slough - 2021 

Structural Steel Design Awards Shortlist.
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Our strength comes from the 

talents, ideas, and experiences 

of our people. We have many 

employees who have started with 

us as trainees or apprentices fresh 

from school or college who have 

stayed with us over the years. 

Many employees have worked 

their way up the ladder, starting 

off as fabricators on the shop floor 

and progressing into estimating, 

draughtsmen, purchasing and 

management roles. 

We have a number of employees who 

have well surpassed the 40 years’ service 

milestone, and it is these constants that 

truly make a company work and provide 

a sustainable business. Their extensive 

knowledge and experience is passed on 

to all new starters and apprentices. 

For 75 years, Billington has been 

a local business offering people of 

the community, employment and 

opportunities. As a company, we aim to 

nurture the talent within and encourage 

our staff to progress.

1947 - 2022

Our People

31%of employees have 
been with us for 

15 years          or more
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75

Long-standing tradition  
to ring the bell for  
winning jobs
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In the Press...
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75
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1947 - 2022

The Billington 
Charity Foundation
The Billington Charity Foundation was 

launched in September 2016. The 

foundation works to improve the support 

Billington offers to local and national 

charities and communities.

Every year, we make financial or supportive 

contributions to local community activities 

and participate in charitable fundraising.

Corporate Social Responsibility 

At Billington, we are committed to 

helping the local community thrive, 

and are proud of our continued 

support of both local and nationwide 

charities. Many members of staff 

across the Group have benefited 

from the amazing work that 

charities do, and establishing the 

Billington Charity Foundation is a 

way of expressing our gratitude and 

ensuring these charities can continue 

to provide their essential support.
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SUSTAINABILITY 
We recognise that all aspects of our 

operation may have wide ranging 

environmental impact and we are committed 

to minimising these impacts through a 

programme of continuous improvement.

We have a duty of care towards tackling the 

climate emergency and continue to commit 

resources and align our policies to address 

these issues. Sustainable procurement, 

innovative fabrication methods and carbon 

reporting ensure we develop new ways to 

reduce our carbon footprint. Year on year 

we achieve the BCSA Sustainability Gold 

Charter supporting them to reduce carbon 

within the steel industry.  

In 2022, Billington Structures joined 

SteelZero, a global initiative by Climate 

Group of leading companies to speed up 

the transition to a net zero steel industry. 

As a SteelZero member, we have made a 

public commitment to procuring, specifying 

or stocking 100% net zero steel by 2050, 

and 50% lower carbon steel by 2030.
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1947 - 2022
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ENVIRONMENTAL
• �Creation of Group ESG committee to 

identify, develop and implement carbon 

reduction projects.

• �The Company maintains the BCSA 

Gold Standard awarded for meeting the 

requirements of the Steel Construction 

Sustainability Charter.

• �Billington has adopted policies that comply 

with ISO BS EN 14001 - Environmental 

Management System.

• �Billington has joined the SteelZero 

initiative committing to procure 100% net 

zero steel by 2050. 

SOCIAL
• �Support the communities in which the 

companies operates through taking active 

involvement in community projects.

• �Active training programmes across all 

levels of the business to develop our 

people.

• �Partnerships with training providers to 

support people back into employment.

• �Billington Charity Foundation, launched  

and active for nearly 10 years, continues 

to support local and national charities and 

community activities.

GOVERNANCE
• �Committed to effectively managing 

company risk and reporting, with principles 

of safety and best practice continually set 

at the forefront of all of our projects and 

processes.

• �Clear vision and guidance to our people, 

ensures we align our service excellence 

for our clients.

• �Be actively involved with and support 

STEM commitments in education.

• �To ensure the interests of the Company, 

management, shareholders and wider 

stakeholders are aligned.

Our ESG commitments...
...the future is now
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The Group is recognised as one 

of the UK’s leading fabricators 

and construction services 

provider. Looking ahead to the 

future, we will continue our 

journey of growth and success, 

investing in our facilities, our 

people and supporting our 

local communities and 

charities. 

As a Group we are committed to  

developing and adapting our practices to 

help fight climate change and become Net 

Zero by 2050.

We have accomplished an incredible 

amount together during our 75 years, 

empowering countless people and allowing 

them to realise their full potential. But this is 

just the start, what matters most is what we 

do next.

Our Future
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A huge thank you to you all 
for what we have achieved 
so far; employees, suppliers 
and clients that have been 
with us over the years.
You have made Billington 
Structures and the Group 
what it is today. Here’s to 
the next 75 years!

Anniversary
75th
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Billington Holdings Plc, Steel House, Barnsley Road, Wombwell, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S73 8DS

01226 340666 | info@billington-holdings.plc.uk | www.billington-holdings.plc.uk

Anniversary
75th


